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| FEATURE

BROM Catholls To

Jewlah matchmak-

ar, living in Israsl,

Sara Malamnud hasa

nndertaken a truly
remarkalle apliritnal jounr-
ney i har lifs,

Eorn bo two Jawish parsnts in
Argentina, Sara's  parants
divarcad ab & very }ﬁu%g age bath
ramarrylng devoat Catholics,
Sara was ralsed as a Catholic.
She attended a strict convent
gthool ran by nuns, went Go
Church on Sundaye and would put
up the Christmas tres, bay pra-
eente and elng Ohristmsae songs,

Sara sald: *I knew mors aboat
Elnglng Marry Chrietmas then
any Jawleh eang ™

Deeplte har Catholle upbring-
ing she was refmindsd of har Jew-
1Dl roots, Thers ware Eoms giTle
in her clase who wera forbidden
by thelr parents to pray =1th her,
and she wWas teased w1th the name
Ruselan, ®hich in Argentins 1s
codle for Jew She felt an emotlon-
il hond with Jewlsh peopla; she
wonld cry as a tesnager ®hen
watching Holocawsh movies,

In her 1ate 208, 10 1970, Mala-
mud Tan &4 EncceEsful bountlgus 1o
Buencs Alres whare she met Jaff
Powell, a Dadly Mol sports wrlter,
who Was coverlng the World Cup
in Argentina that year. She
moved to London for Ei%l:l.l‘. FEACE
mﬁmarneﬂ Fowell In Febroary

Har wadding was attendsd by
Bobty Moors, captaln of the 1063
England World Cup winning
team, and hls wife Tins a3 well a8
George Best, all parsonal frisnds
of h=r husband.

Aara's connaction with foothall
did not énd at her wadding She
u-e]tEle-:L Terry Venahles pet his ln:ﬂ:-
wlth Barcelona o 1884, 2ha acted
&8 his pareonal interprater in his
nagotiations with tie club, evan
belng sent to Spaln on & privabs
plans,

“I was always on the phone to
club officlale on Tarry's belalf, I
helpsd bring Tarry Venables to

‘Jewish Catholic’
is matchmaker

extraordinaire

BY ZE'EV FORTHER

Barcelona,” Malamud prondly
exclalms. Bhe aleo Interpretad for
Maradona 1o Interviews wlth tha
Eritizh prees, and btecame friend-
1¥ with ex-Tottenham plavers
Eleky Villa and Ossls Ardlles who
gha wonld maet soclally,

Malamud openly admits that
Ehs was a 1lady of laisure 1o Lon-
don. And yet har time thers was
not ahwaye pleasant.

“I had a partlcularly rough
tims= during the Falklands War,”
ehe eald., Her lettere from
Argentina were daubed with
ewastikae. 2he wae told to go
back to Argentina, and her rela-
tione with her father-in-1aw deta-
rioratad.

The Falklands confllct wae
very confusing for Malamud as
all maps In Argentlng ehow the
Malvinae (Falklands) to
be part of Argentina,

She wondarel how it
was poselble that
Erlitain conld go to
wAr over eomethin
that was an integra
put of Arganting.

Inds=ed, this confn-

Elon wae fuarther
eXacerbated over

reports of the war. Her sistar whio
waE 1ivlng in Busnos Aires at the
flme was telng told by the stats
ran madia that the Argentinians
wers winning the war, “while I 1is-
Lenel Lo the BRC who gave me a
mnors accurats position of the sik-
natlon., My sleter at the Glme of
E the sinking
of the Bel-
grang
had no

kncowladgs that it had gone
down."

In the lata 18808, her marrlage
dAlesolved and eha went back to

ntina whers Ehe @etablisheld
an English language echool, with
a numter of teachars working for
her, I wasin 1884 that she Anally
raconnecteld with her Jeowlsh her-
1tage when at the age of 44 she
WeOL to EFnagogus for the firet
time in Busnos Alres,

*I erled and cried. I f=lt Ecme-
thing vary etrong, thakb thess ars
my p=ople,” Malamud staced, It
wAs from this moment that ehe
decidad she wantad to live 1o
Ierasl, emigrating io 2001,

*Ilved in high eoclety and had
_rich frisnde, but one day woke
% upand realisad that my His

\  wae ampty Pacople were

%~ very superficial. Womean

Galked about plastic

surgecns, clothes and

gyme. Ihad bo leave,

1 didn't like

Argentipa and I

wanted a Jewish
hustand."”

The tranel-
tlon was nof
easy; Malamad
had to endure
months of Jaw-

1=h Agency bursancracy lnelnd-
ing repaatad vislts to the local
rabtipate, to prove that she was
Jenglsh.

But, within four years sha was
marrled to an Amerlcan Jew and
Was running her own matchmak-
ing buelness In Jerusalem, the
Wiorld of Jewlsh eingles.

And yat even in Israsl sha 414
not tatally escaps her ‘'Cathollc
traditicms’.

On one cccaslon she gava an
Orthodox friend in Jerasalam an
ald wallet that she 4id not n=ed.
When her friend op=nad 1t Ehe was
ehockad to flnd a lather inelde
written by Sara, when ehe was in
her late 30'e, to the “spirit of
Father Christmas”, asking for
thinge that she wantad to havein
hier 1162 11Ee & good hustand.

YEven today we laugh aboat 16,
ESYE SAra.

Commenting on har role a8 &
matchmakar, Malamund statss
that “thers 15 no achool for
matchmakers, bt you do nesd ta
lowe paople. I 1s & diFlcult voca-
tiom an EEIDE'H expact too mmch,
I amnot Davld Copperdiala”,

8ome of har cliante ask for the
moat ridizulous things. “I have
had someons who only wanbel a
famale who want to Cambridge
University and a girl who asked
me {or & oy w1thont hairs on his
chest,

“Can Fou jmaﬁne me asking
cliznts whather they have halre
01 thelr chesgT™

Eut nltimately, 2ara bellevas
that God gave her this job; this

it of putting Jewieh people
Ogether,

Malamud loves her lifs in
Isra=sl. The 'Cathollc Jeawlsh
matchrnaker' says “Eha NEg come
back to her roots, come back
home,

"W are all family in Israsl. AR
the President of Israsl cncee sald;
Eame history and same des-

ny'",

And for 2ara belng a Jawlsh
matchrmaksr 1iving in Jarosalem
1= the fulfilmeant of her destiny




